Third Week in Easter - Wednesday

Collect
Grant, O Lord, that we may so live in the Paschal mystery that the joy of these fifty days may continually strengthen us, and assure us of our salvation; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Acts 8:1b-8
On the day that Stephen was stoned a severe persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout the countryside of Judea and Samaria. Devout men buried Stephen and made loud lamentation over him. But Saul was ravaging the church by entering house after house; dragging off both men and women, he committed them to prison. 
Now those who were scattered went from place to place, proclaiming the word.  
Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah to them. The crowds with one accord listened eagerly to what was said by Philip, hearing and seeing the signs that he did, for unclean spirits, crying with loud shrieks, came out of many who were possessed; and many others who were paralyzed or lame were cured. So there was great joy in that city.

Psalm 66:1-8	 
1	Be joyful in God, all you lands; * 
 		sing the glory of his Name; 
 		sing the glory of his praise. 
2	Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! * 
 		because of your great strength your enemies cringe before
you.
3	All the earth bows down before you, * 
 		sings to you, sings out your Name.” 
4	Come now and see the works of God, * 
 		how wonderful he is in his doing toward all 
			people. 


5	He turned the sea into dry land, so that they went through the water on foot, * 
 		and there we rejoiced in him. 
6	In his might he rules for ever; 
 	his eyes keep watch over the nations; * 
 		let no rebel rise up against him. 
7	Bless our God, you peoples; * 
 		make the voice of his praise to be heard; 
8	Who holds our souls in life, * 
 		and will not allow our feet to slip. 










John 6:35-40
Jesus said to the people, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe.  Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and anyone who comes to me I will never drive away; for I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who see the Son and believe in him may have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the last day.


